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The most commonly referenced definition of  
Sustainability / Sustainable Development: 
 
 

“Meeting the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.” 
 
-Brundtland Commission, 1987 



“Sustainability is equity over time.  As a value, it refers to giving equal 
weight in your decisions to the future as well as the present.  You might 
think of it as extending the Golden Rule through time, so that you do unto 
future generations as you would have them do unto you.” 
 
-Robert Gilman, Director, Context Institute 

 
 

“A transition to sustainability involves moving from linear to cyclical 
processes and technologies.  The only processes we can rely on indefinitely 
are cyclical; all linear processes must eventually come to an end.” 
 
-Dr. Karl Henrik-Robert, MD, founder of The Natural Step, Sweden 

 
 

“A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and 
beauty of the biotic community.  It is wrong when it tends otherwise.” 
 
-Aldo Leopold 



The Natural Step’s Four Sustainability Principles: 
 
To become a sustainable society we must eliminate our 
contributions to... 
 
1. the systematic increase of concentrations of substances extracted 

from the Earth's crust (ex. heavy metals and fossil fuels) 

2. the systematic increase of concentrations of substances produced 
by society (ex. plastics, dioxins, PCBs and DDT) 

3. the systematic physical degradation of nature and natural 
processes (ex. over harvesting forests, destroying habitat and 
overfishing); and... 

4. conditions that systematically undermine people’s capacity to 
meet their basic human needs (ex. unsafe working conditions and 
not enough pay to live on). 
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Examples from other campuses 

• Interconnectedness, interdependence and 
systems understanding 

• Equity and justice 

• Global to local perspectives / or biospheric to 
bioregional perspectives 

• Sustainability in practice 
(Choosing/measuring/portraying what 
matters and protecting what matters) 

Source: Curriculum for the Bioregion – Washington Center 



• Students will learn to balance personal 
development and service to others 

• Students will develop ecological literacy 
• Learning outcomes will be oriented toward social 

and environmental justice 
•  Faculty will include multicultural and 

environmental components in all courses 
• Multicultural or environmental service learning 

will be required for graduation 
Source: Prescott College 

Examples from other campuses 



• Students will be able to define sustainability. 
• Students will be able to explain how sustainability relates to their lives and 

their values, and how their actions impact issues of sustainability. 
• Students will be able to utilize their knowledge of sustainability to change 

their daily habits and consumer mentality 
• Students will be able to explain how systems – ecosystems, individual 

humans in society – are interrelated. 
• Students will learn change agent skills. 
• Students will learn how to apply concepts of sustainability to their campus 

and community by engaging in the challenges and solutions of 
sustainability on their campus. 

• Students will learn how to apply concepts of sustainability globally by 
engaging in the challenges and the solutions of sustainability in a world 
context. 

Source: Carleton College 

Examples from other campuses 



Sustainability is commonly defined as “meeting the needs of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”  The University of Maryland is committed to 
being a national model for a green university 2 and preparing all students to help create a more 
sustainable world. 3 Toward this goal, the Education for Sustainability Work Group of the University 
Sustainability Council recommends further integrating sustainability into existing academic programs 
and campus life so that all students earning an undergraduate degree from the University of Maryland 
will be able to:  
 

1. Describe how sustainability relates to environmental issues, social justice, and 
economic development.  
2. Explain how natural, economic, and social systems interact to foster or prevent 
sustainability.  
3. Evaluate how an individual’s choices and activities impact the environment and, as a 
result, affect the health and well-being of everyone.  
4. State a long-term vision for individual happiness and societal well-being and explain 
how existing norms contribute to or diminish this vision.  
5. Demonstrate an ability to collaborate and communicate effectively across academic 
disciplines and with diverse stakeholders.  
6. Apply their knowledge of sustainability to their behaviors as consumers, citizens, 
and/or leaders.  
 
Source: Univ. of Maryland 

 

Examples from other campuses 



Ecological Literacy 

• the laws of thermodynamics  
• the basic principles of ecology  
• carrying capacity  
• energetics  
• least-cost, end-use analysis  
• how to live well in a place  
• limits of technology  
• appropriate scale  
• sustainable agriculture and forestry  
• steady-state economics  
• environmental ethics  
Source: David Orr “What is Education For?” http://www.context.org/iclib/ic27/orr/  

http://www.context.org/iclib/ic27/orr/
http://www.context.org/iclib/ic27/orr/


Examples from other campuses 


